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DAILY SITUATION UPDATE 
Somalia, August 21, 2023 
 
In an effort to combat the extremist group Al-Shabaab, President Hassan Sheikh held 
meetings in Dhusamareb with the objective of involving the local population. The purpose 
was to accelerate the implementation of plans for the initial phase of the operation. This 
highlights the government's commitment to addressing the issue of extremism in the 
country. 
 
Meanwhile, Hargeisa's Mayor, Abdikarin Ahmed Mooge, denied claims of joining 
Somaliland's ruling party, Kulmiye. Mooge emphasized his dedication to his elected 
responsibilities, indicating a focus on local governance and serving the interests of the 
community. 
 
In Puntland, former lawmakers expressed their discontent with the regional constitutional 
court, accusing it of causing delays in their case regarding their alleged unlawful expulsion 
from parliament in 2020. This highlights concerns regarding the judiciary's perceived 
impartiality and its impact on political processes. 
 
Bilal Bulshawi, a prominent figure on TikTok in Somalia, openly defied the government's ban 
on the platform. Bulshawi argued for comparable treatment as other social media platforms 
and highlighted the positive contributions of TikTok. This demonstrates the ongoing debate 
surrounding freedom of expression and the regulation of social media in the country. 
 
Tensions continued to escalate in LasAnod as clashes between local fighters from SSC-
Khaatumo state and the Somaliland army resulted in civilian casualties and displacement. 
The situation reflects the ongoing conflicts and disputes between different regions and 
factions within Somalia. 
 
In Somaliland, the ruling Kulmiye party selected President Muse Bihi as their candidate for 
the upcoming presidential election, highlighting the party's support for his leadership. 
Additionally, Mohamed Kahin Ahmed was appointed as the new chairman, potentially 
positioning him as President Bihi's successor. These developments signal political 
manoeuvring and succession planning within the ruling party. 
 
Ali S. Aweys expressed doubts about the ongoing anti-corruption trials in Mogadishu, 
questioning the government's commitment to combating corruption. Aweys raised concerns 
about biased investigations and the lack of an independent judiciary, indicating challenges 
in the country's anti-corruption efforts. 
 
August 21, 2023, witnessed significant progress by the Somali National Army against Al-
Shabaab. They regained control of several villages in the Galgadud region of Galmudug state. 
The operation aimed to improve safety for local residents by removing mines and dislodging 
Al-Shabaab from the region. Elbur district, although still an Al-Shabaab stronghold, was 
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effectively encircled, marking a significant step toward eliminating the group's presence in 
Somalia. 
 
The government's strategy, initiated in August 2022, involved supporting local clans in the 
central regions of Hirshabelle and Galmudug. This resulted in the expulsion of Al-Shabaab 
from long-held areas and paved the way for subsequent military campaigns. The 
collaborative efforts of the Somali National Army and local community forces contributed to 
the successful recapture of the strategic town of Wabxo in the Galgadud Region. 
 
However, incidents of violence and unrest also occurred. A protest in Beledweyne town 
turned violent, resulting in casualties, highlighting the challenges faced in maintaining 
stability during times of civil discontent. An altercation between two Somali soldiers took 
place in Mogadishu, leading to injuries, indicating internal conflicts within the security forces. 
A fire set by the group Cabtoy at the KM4 bridge in Mogadishu raised concerns for public 
safety, emphasizing the need for effective law enforcement and measures against criminal 
activities. 
 
Furthermore, a suspected explosive device near the National Hospital led to a road closure 
while the police bomb squad investigated the situation. This incident underscores the 
ongoing security threats and the need for vigilance in countering potential terrorist activities. 
 
Efforts to address a denial-of-service attack against the website of SJS Somalia were initiated, 
highlighting the importance of cybersecurity in protecting critical information and media 
outlets. Investigations into an improvised explosive device (IED) explosion targeting the 
residence of Commander Sheegow Ahmed in Beelahar, Jayren, were also underway, 
highlighting the persistent threat of violence from extremist elements. 
 
Lastly, the transfer of responsibility for the Force Protection Unit of the European Union 
Training Mission in Somalia showcased the commitment to maintaining safety and security 
in the country, with international support and cooperation. 
 

SUMMARY 
 
Politics: In Somalia, President Hassan Sheikh conducted meetings in Dhusamareb with the 
aim of involving the local population in the fight against the extremist group Al-Shabaab. The 
purpose of these meetings was to accelerate the implementation of plans for the initial phase 
of the operation. Meanwhile, Hargeisa's Mayor, Abdikarin Ahmed Mooge, refuted claims of 
joining Somaliland's ruling party, Kulmiye, and emphasized his dedication to his elected 
responsibilities. In Puntland, former lawmakers expressed their discontent with the regional 
constitutional court, accusing it of causing delays in their case regarding their unlawful 
expulsion from parliament in 2020. Bilal Bulshawi, a prominent figure on TikTok in Somalia, 
openly defied the government's TikTok ban, arguing for comparable treatment as other 
social media platforms and highlighting the positive contributions of the app. Elsewhere, 
tensions continued to escalate in LasAnod, as local fighters from SSC-Khaatumo state clashed 
with the Somaliland army, leading to civilian casualties and displacement. The ruling 
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Kulmiye party in Somaliland selected President Muse Bihi as their candidate for the 
upcoming presidential election, while Mohamed Kahin Ahmed was appointed as the new 
chairman and potentially positioned as President Bihi's successor. Lastly, Ali S. Aweys 
expressed doubts about the ongoing anti-corruption trials in Mogadishu, questioning the 
government's commitment to combating corruption and raising concerns about biased 
investigations and the lack of an independent judiciary. 
 
Key Takeaways: 
 
1. President Hassan Sheikh of Somalia conducted meetings in Dhusamareb to engage the 

local population in the fight against Al-Shabaab. The purpose was to expedite the 
implementation of plans for the initial phase of the operation. 

 
2. Hargeisa's Mayor, Abdikarin Ahmed Mooge, denied joining Somaliland's ruling party, 

Kulmiye, emphasizing his commitment to serving the responsibilities for which he was 
elected. 

 
3. Former lawmakers in Puntland expressed dissatisfaction with the regional constitutional 

court, blaming it for delaying a decision on their case of unlawful expulsion from the 
parliament in 2020. 

 
4. Bilal Bulshawi, a TikTok personality in Somalia, openly defied the government's ban on 

TikTok, arguing for similar treatment as other social media platforms and highlighting 
its positive contributions. 

 
5. Somaliland's ruling party, Kulmiye, selected President Muse Bihi as their candidate for 

the forthcoming presidential election, named Mohamed Kahin Ahmed as chairman, and 
Abdiaziz Mohamed Samaale as deputy chairman. 

 
6. Tensions continued in LasAnod, with local fighters from SSC-Khaatumo state confronting 

attacks by the Somaliland army. The conflict has resulted in civilian casualties and 
displacement. 

 
7. Mohamed Kahin Ahmed was elected as the new chairman of Somaliland's ruling Kulmiye 

party, potentially positioning him as a successor to President Bihi. 
 
8. Ali S. Aweys expressed skepticism about the ongoing anti-corruption show trials in 

Mogadishu, questioning the government's commitment to combating corruption and 
highlighting concerns about biased investigations and lack of an independent judiciary. 

 
Security: On August 21, 2023, the Somali National Army made significant progress in its 
ongoing efforts to combat the extremist group Al-Shabaab. They successfully regained 
control of several villages in the Galgadud region of Galmudug state, namely Jaw, Dadale, 
Habarcirir, and Xilin-Fardood. Their operation aimed at improving safety for local residents 
by removing mines and dislodging Al-Shabaab from the region. Elbur district in Galgadud 
remains one of the few remaining strongholds of Al-Shabaab, but it has been encircled by the 
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national army, signifying a significant step toward eliminating the group's presence in 
Somalia. The government's strategy, initiated in August 2022, involved supporting local 
clans in the central regions of Hirshabelle and Galmudug, resulting in the expulsion of Al-
Shabaab from long-held areas and paving the way for subsequent military campaigns. The 
National Army, with the support of local community forces, also successfully recaptured the 
strategic town of Wabxo in the Galgaduud Region. However, not all news was positive, as 
incidents of violence and unrest occurred. A protest in Beledweyne town turned violent, 
resulting in casualties. An altercation between two Somali soldiers took place in Mogadishu, 
leading to injury. Furthermore, a fire set by a group known as Cabtoy broke out at the KM4 
bridge in Mogadishu, raising concerns for nearby residents' safety. A suspected explosive 
device near the National Hospital led to a road closure while the police bomb squad 
investigated the situation. Additionally, efforts were initiated to address a denial-of-service 
attack against the website of SJS Somalia, and investigations are underway regarding an IED 
explosion targeting the residence of Commander Sheegow Ahmed in Beelahar, Jayren. 
Finally, the European Union Training Mission in Somalia witnessed a transfer of 
responsibility for the Force Protection Unit, highlighting the commitment to safety and 
security. These events demonstrate the progress made by the Somali National Army in 
countering Al-Shabaab while also highlighting the challenges and unrest present in various 
parts of Somalia. 
 
Key Takeaways: 
 
1. On August 21, 2023, the Somali National Army successfully regained control of several 

villages in the Galgadud region of Galmudug state from the extremist group Al-Shabaab. 
These villages include Jaw, Dadale, Habarcirir, and Xilin-Fardood. The army's operation 
aimed to dislodge Al-Shabaab from the region and improve safety for local residents by 
clearing areas of mines. 

 
2. Elbur district in Galgadud remains one of the few remaining strongholds of Al-Shabaab, 

with the national army having encircled it. This signifies a significant step in the ongoing 
efforts to combat and eliminate Al-Shabaab's presence in Somalia. 

 
3. The government's strategy, initiated in August 2022, involved a concentrated offensive 

against Al-Shabaab, supporting rebellious local clans in the central regions of Hirshabelle 
and Galmudug. These operations led to the expulsion of Al-Shabaab from long-held areas 
and paved the way for subsequent military campaigns. 

 
4. In addition to regaining control of villages, the National Army, with the support of local 

community forces, successfully recaptured the strategic town of Wabxo in the Galgaduud 
Region. Security operations, including mine removal, are currently underway to ensure 
the safety of the town's residents. 

 
5. The Somali National Army, along with local forces called Macawisley, made notable 

advancements in the Galgudud region. SNA Chief Ibrahim Muhyadin and international 
partners provided support and encouragement to the forces in their offensive operation 
against Al-Shabaab. 
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6. A protest took place in Beledweyne town on August 21, 2023, resulting in one fatality and 

two injuries. Security forces opened fire on demonstrators opposing the arrest of military 
officer Captain Shegow Ahmed Ali. The protesters demanded Captain Ali's immediate 
release, while a court order for his arrest was emphasised by a federal lawmaker. 

 
7. An incident occurred in Mogadishu at the Florenso intersection involving two Somali 

soldiers, with one soldier inflicting injury upon another. Prompt action was taken, and 
the injured individuals were transported to a nearby hospital for medical attention. 

 
8. A large fire broke out at the KM4 bridge in Mogadishu, allegedly set ablaze by a group 

known as Cabtoy. Firefighters are working to extinguish the fire, raising concerns for 
nearby residents' safety. 

 
9. A white car suspected of containing an explosive device near the National Hospital 

resulted in the closure of the road leading to the hospital. The police bomb squad arrived 
to investigate the situation and ensure public safety. 

 
10. Efforts were initiated to mitigate a denial-of-service attack against the website of SJS 

Somalia. Attackers exploited a proxy provider and abused thousands of IP addresses. 
Attacks against the press through residential proxy providers have become increasingly 
common. 

 
11. An IED explosion occurred in Beelahar, Jayren, targeting the residence of Commander 

Sheegow Ahmed. The motive behind the attack remains unclear, and investigations are 
underway to determine the responsible parties. 

 
12. The European Union Training Mission in Somalia (EUTM-Somalia) witnessed a transfer 

of responsibility for the Force Protection Unit at the International Campus in Mogadishu. 
The 19th "Linci" Company concluded their tenure, and the 1st "Cobra" Company took 
over responsibilities, emphasising the commitment to the mission's safety and security. 

 

EVENTS LISTED 
 

Politics 
 
On August 21, 2023, President Hassan Sheikh of Somalia conducted a series of meetings 
in Dhusamareb city as part of efforts to engage the local population in the fight against 
Al-Shabaab. During these discussions, the president met with traditional elders, politicians, 
and representatives from the Galmudug state, led by regional leader Ahmed Abdi Karie Qor-
Qor. The primary purpose of these meetings, as conveyed by Villa Somalia, was to expedite 
the implementation of plans for the initial phase of the operation against Al-Shabaab. 
President Hassan Sheikh urged attendees to collaborate closely with the government in 
reclaiming the remaining areas under Al-Shabaab control in Galmudug. Concurrently, 
government forces, alongside American troops, and local fighters, were advancing toward 
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key Al-Shabaab strongholds, including Elbur and Galhareri towns, both located in Galmudug. 
The president's presence in Dhusamareb over the past weeks has significantly boosted the 
morale of the troops and the local community involved in the fight against Al-Shabaab. 
 
August 21, 2023, Hargeisa's Mayor, Abdikarin Ahmed Mooge, denied joining 
Somaliland's ruling party, Kulmiye, refuting the claims made by the party on three 
separate occasions. In an interview with Galaydh Media at Hargeisa's Freedom Park, Mooge 
categorically dismissed the allegations, asserting that he had no affiliation with Kulmiye or 
any other party. While he previously belonged to the opposition party, Waddani, Mooge 
clarified that he had not joined any party after leaving Waddani. He expressed his 
unwavering commitment to serving the responsibilities for which he was elected by the 
people of Hargeisa. Known for his strong stance against tribalism, Mooge secured a 
significant electoral victory in the regional councillors’ election on May 31, 2021, and has 
since emphasized his dedication to upholding his commitments and acting as a mediator in 
political disputes within Somaliland. 
 
August 21, 2023, former lawmakers of Puntland expressed their dissatisfaction with 
the regional constitutional court, blaming it for the prolonged delay in reaching a 
decision on a case they had filed four months earlier. The lawmakers, speaking in Garowe, 
alleged that their expulsion from the parliament in 2020 had been conducted unlawfully and 
urged the court to intervene and challenge the procedures resulting in their removal. They 
further claimed that the court's chairman was facing external pressure, which hindered his 
ability to handle their case impartially. The parliament had revoked the membership of eight 
lawmakers in December 2020 for allegedly violating parliamentary rules, a decision that was 
ultimately backed by the Puntland High Court. Subsequently, these expelled lawmakers were 
replaced by others selected by their respective tribes. The former MPs have continuously 
asserted that their removal was primarily driven by their opposition to Puntland's regional 
President, Said Abdullahi Deni, and have since been engaged in a legal battle to contest their 
expulsion. 
 
August 21, 2023, Bilal Bulshawi, a prominent TikTok personality in Somalia, openly 
defied the government's forthcoming ban on the popular social media platform. In an 
interview, Bulshawi argued that TikTok should be treated similarly to other platforms like 
Facebook and YouTube, as content from TikTok often finds its way onto these platforms. He 
criticized the government's decision, stating that it was based on market considerations 
rather than an evaluation of TikTok's societal impact. Bulshawi emphasized the benefits of 
TikTok, such as its potential as a source of income and employment for young people, and 
highlighted its positive contributions in drought-affected regions through initiatives like 
food donations. He expressed his belief that the government's ability to enforce the ban is 
limited and boldly declared his intention to continue using TikTok regardless. Bulshawi's 
defiance has sparked a broader debate on social media regulation and freedom of expression 
in Somalia, raising questions about the effectiveness of the government's decision. The ban 
on TikTok takes place amid a global discussion surrounding the platform's influence, 
security concerns, and societal impact, with different countries adopting varying stances. 
With voices like Bulshawi's emerging, the ban on TikTok is likely to remain a contentious 
issue in the coming weeks. 
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August 21, 2023, Somaliland's ruling party, Kulmiye, conducted an internal leadership 
selection process ahead of the upcoming elections. The party gathered in Burao to 
determine key leadership positions, including the selection of a presidential candidate and 
the appointment of a chairman. President Muse Bihi was endorsed by Kulmiye as their 
chosen candidate for the forthcoming presidential election, seeking re-election for a second 
term after his initial victory in 2017. The party also named Mohamed Kahin Ahmed, the 
nation's interior minister, as their chairman. The position of deputy chairman was secured 
by Abdiaziz Mohamed Samaale after a competitive electoral process, defeating Mohamed 
Elmi Adan. Notably, several positions within the party remained uncontested, lacking rival 
candidates. The electoral schedule outlined by Kulmiye has yet to receive endorsement from 
opposition parties. 
 
On August 21, 2023, tensions in the northern city of LasAnod continued as local fighters 
from the SSC-Khaatumo state attempted to confront the attacks launched by the 
Somaliland army from nearby Gooja-Ade. The city mourned the loss of Jama Kediye Elmi, 
a prominent poet and advocate for self-determination in the Sool, Sanaag, and Cayn regions. 
Mohamed Hajji Hussein, a former mayor of LasAnod, expressed the SSC-Khaatumo state's 
reluctance to negotiate with Somaliland as long as it occupied even a small portion of their 
territory. Hussein further accused Somaliland troops of committing genocide within 
LasAnod by indiscriminately bombing civilian areas, including schools, mosques, and 
hospitals. The ongoing conflict, which began in February 2023, has resulted in the death of 
hundreds of civilians and the injury of thousands more. Many families have sought refuge by 
crossing the border into Ethiopia. Both the United Nations and the United States have urged 
for calm and peaceful dialogue, emphasizing the need to avoid excessive use of force. 
LasAnod has been a hotbed of conflict between Puntland and Somaliland, with the latter 
having governed the city since 2007. The local population aspires to gain independence from 
both states and establish their own autonomous administration. 
 
On August 21, 2023, the ruling Kulmiye party in Somaliland elected Mohamed Kahin 
Ahmed as its new chairman during a party convention held in the capital city of 
Hargeisa. Ahmed, a long-serving politician, and the current interior minister, replaces 
President Muse Bihi in this role. The selection of Ahmed as chairman positions him as a 
potential successor to Bihi, who praised him as the "most worthy candidate" for the party's 
leadership. Meanwhile, Bihi himself was chosen to be the party's flag bearer in the upcoming 
December 2024 elections. Alongside Ahmed, Mohamud Hassan Saajin was elected as the vice 
chairman of the party. It's noteworthy that Bihi's term, which was originally set to end in 
November 2023, was extended by two years last October by the House of Elders (Guurti). 
 
On August 21, 2023, Ali S. Aweys authored an article expressing skepticism about the 
ongoing anti-corruption show trials in Mogadishu, Somalia. According to Aweys, these 
trials are intended to deceive the international community into believing that the Somali 
government, led by President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud, is committed to combating 
corruption. Aweys questions the credibility of President Mohamud's anti-corruption 
rhetoric, considering his family's business interests in Mogadishu. Aweys highlights the 
history of unlawful land occupation and looting in Mogadishu since 1991, with powerful local 
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clans confiscating public and private properties. The article criticizes the composition of the 
national assets committee responsible for these trials, suggesting biases due to clan 
affiliations. The author cites a journalist who compares the involvement of corrupt 
individuals in the judiciary to an extension of injustice. Aweys also discusses dubious 
investigations into a government worker's bank account and raises concerns about the 
government potentially planting evidence in bank accounts to frame critics. The author 
contends that the absence of an independent judiciary in the country makes it incapable of 
properly investigating corruption. President Mohamud's attempts to condemn corruption in 
his speeches are seen as a political strategy, rather than a genuine commitment to 
combatting corruption. Aweys emphasizes that leaders should declare their assets and avoid 
conflict of interest, particularly when family members benefit from public office. The article 
argues for the need to cleanse Somali politics of former businesspeople and politicians with 
commercial interests, as corruption continues to thrive under the pretence of anti-
corruption efforts. However, the author concludes by asserting that the international donors 
will not be deceived by the Somali government's diversionary tactics. 
 

Security 
 
On August 21, 2023, the Somali National Army successfully regained control of several 
villages in the Galgadud region of Galmudug state, namely Jaw, Dadale, Habarcirir, and 
Xilin-Fardood. This military operation aimed to dislodge the extremist group Al-Shabaab 
from the region. The defense ministry stated that the troops cleared the areas of mines, 
improving the safety of passages for local residents. Elbur district in Galgadud now remains 
as one of the few remaining strongholds of Al-Shabaab, with the national army having 
encircled it. This marks a significant step in the ongoing efforts to combat and eliminate Al-
Shabaab's presence in Somalia. The government's strategy, initiated in August 2022, 
involved a concentrated offensive against Al-Shabaab, supporting rebellious local clans in 
the central regions of Hirshabelle and Galmudug. These operations led to the expulsion of Al-
Shabaab from long-held areas and paved the way for subsequent military campaigns. 
 
August 21, 2023, the National Army, with the support of local community forces, 
successfully recaptured the strategic town of Wabxo in the Galgaduud Region. Security 
operations, including the removal of mines and other hazards, are currently underway to 
ensure the safety of the town's residents. In addition, the National Army and local forces have 
extended their operations to nearby areas in a coordinated approach to counter potential 
threats and establish lasting security throughout the region.  
 
August 21, 2023, the Somali National Army (SNA) and local forces known as Macawisley 
made notable advancements in the Galgudud region, which is under the 
administration of Galmudug State. The military officials present at the frontlines reported 
that the SNA Chief, Ibrahim Muhyadin, and international partners were also present in the 
region to support and encourage the forces in their ongoing offensive operation against the 
extremist group Al-Shabaab. The Somali National Army successfully gained control over 
several key areas, including Jaw, Dadale, Habarcirir, and Xilin-Fardood, thus expanding their 
presence in the region. As part of their efforts, the SNA demined roads and forest areas, 
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enhancing the safety of travel for civilians. The Ministry of Defence emphasized their 
continued determination by stating, "Elbur, we have you in our sights. We converge from all 
directions." This advance by the Somali National Army marks a significant step towards 
countering the influence of Al-Shabaab in the Galgudud region. 
 
On August 21, 2023, the Somali National Army (SNA) reportedly gained control of 
Wabho, a strategically significant town located between Mahaas and El Buur in 
Galgaduud, Somalia. However, the history of control in this area reveals a pattern of 
temporary victories and quick losses, raising concerns about the government's ability to 
maintain long-term control. Wabho has witnessed multiple shifts in control since 2014, with 
various forces gaining and then relinquishing it to al-Shabaab. The town's importance 
underscores the need for a sustainable strategy that extends beyond military successes, 
involving elements such as strategic planning, strong governance, infrastructure investment, 
and social development programs to build trust within the community. Achieving enduring 
stability in Wabho and the broader Galgaduud region requires learning from past 
experiences and implementing a cohesive and long-term plan. 
 
August 21, 2023, a protest took place in Beledweyne town, leading to one fatality and 
two injuries as security forces opened fire on demonstrators who were opposing the 
arrest of military officer Captain Shegow Ahmed Ali. The protesters were demanding the 
immediate release of Captain Ali, who had been arrested following a security operation in 
Mogadishu on Saturday. The shooting occurred in the Howlwadag neighbourhood and 
marked the second instance of security forces using live ammunition during protests, with 
the previous incident occurring in Mogadishu, Jowhar, and Beledweyne on Sunday, 
fortunately resulting in no casualties. Federal lawmaker Abdirahman Abdishakur Warsame 
criticized the government's use of violent means against protesters and stressed the need 
for a court order to arrest an army officer like Captain Ali. The arrest of Captain Ali and his 
armed men was carried out by Somali police forces, who accused them of disrupting the 
capital's security and engaging in confrontations with security personnel. A police 
spokesperson alleged the discovery of stolen mobile phones and counterfeit banknotes at 
Captain Ali's residence. 
 
On August 21, 2023, an incident took place at the Florenso intersection in Mogadishu 
involving two Somali soldiers. One soldier inflicted injury upon another soldier. Prompt 
action was taken, as the injured individuals were swiftly transported to a nearby hospital for 
immediate medical attention. 
 
August 21, 2023, a large fire broke out at the KM4 bridge in Mogadishu, adjacent to the 
old vocational school in Buulo Tikniko. The bridge was reportedly set ablaze by a group 
known as Cabtoy. Firefighters are working to extinguish the fire, although the fire brigade 
has not yet arrived. The area is engulfed in black smoke, raising concerns about the safety of 
nearby residents. Sadly, this incident has displaced six young individuals who heavily relied 
on social and government support. The fate of some individuals who might be trapped 
beneath the smoke remains unknown. 
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On August 21, 2023, a white car was suspected of containing an explosive device near 
the National Hospital and was checked by EOD. The authorities immediately closed the 
entire road leading to the hospital. The police bomb squad swiftly arrived at the scene to 
investigate the situation and ensure the area’s safety. 
 
On August 21, 2023, efforts were initiated to mitigate a denial-of-service attack 
targeting the website of SJS Somalia. The attackers utilised a proxy-provider to exploit 
thousands of IP addresses, leveraging them for their nefarious purposes. Notably, during 
March and April of the same year, a similar proxy service was employed to launch attacks on 
the website of Nacionaleks. The traffic patterns observed indicate that the proxy provider 
continues to allow such abusive activities. It is worth mentioning that attacks against the 
press through residential proxy providers have become increasingly common, with three 
different providers identified in the past year, all claiming to offer "ethical proxy services." A 
preliminary forensic report has been prepared, documenting the initial findings of this 
ongoing situation. For more information, interested parties can contact CPJAfrica, an 
organisation dedicated to promoting accountability and press freedom. 
 
On August 21, 2023, an IED explosion occurred in the city of Beelahar, Jayren, causing 
significant damage. The incident targeted the residence of Commander Sheegow Ahmed, 
who was attacked in his home during the early hours of the morning. The attack resulted in 
casualties and several individuals were injured. The motive behind the attack remains 
unclear, and investigations are underway to determine the responsible parties.  
 
On August 21, 2023, at the International Campus in Mogadishu, the Commander of the 
European Union Training Mission in Somalia (EUTM-Somalia) led the transfer of 
responsibility of the Force Protection Unit. The event marked an important milestone as 
the 19th "Linci" Company concluded their tenure, and they were duly acknowledged and 
thanked for their diligent efforts. Simultaneously, the 1st "Cobra" Company was warmly 
wished good luck as they assumed the responsibilities of the Force Protection Unit. The 
ceremony highlighted the commitment and dedication of both companies towards ensuring 
the safety and security of the mission in Mogadishu. 
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